
Ideas to Help Prepare Our Students for the Summative Smarter Balanced 

	  	  	   	  
	  
Here are a few quick tips to give your kids some experiences in instruction to best be 
prepared for the end of the year summative test. 
 

¨ Practice Tests and Training Tests 
Explore the practice test at your grade level to experience the types of 
questions. 

o The 3-5 training test shows all the different types of questions and 
technology enhancements students will face.  

o A great way to do this is use your document camera to display items 
from the practice test and have students interact with each other to 
respond to the items.  Partners could share with each other HOW they 
attacked this problem. 
 

¨ Interims 
o Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB’s) could be used to assess a topic you just 

taught.  This could be a replacement to your unit test or Easy CBM 
Progress Monitoring.  

o Giving the Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA) in March or so will 
help you check in on how your students are prepared for the end of the 
year test.  This is a great review of all the topics taught.  Since all the 
problems are unsecure, this could be used as a coaching and 
instructional session. 
 

¨ Equation Editor Tool 
o There is a tool for students to answer their math questions, called an 

equation editor.  Go to this link to practice using this during instruction.  
 

¨ Give students the opportunity to respond on a computer.  
o Setting up Google forms where students have to explain their thinking on 

a computer will help prepare students.  
o As a group, display a prompt on the document camera.  Give students 

an opportunity to respond to whether a student response is correct why 
or why not. 

o Practice sentence frames that help kids understand HOW to reply when it 
says “Explain your thinking.”  Remember we must do this orally first before 
we can expect students to do this in writing.  

 

 
 

We need to check on the WHAT-the concepts and standards taught (use the 
Flipbook or assessment targets) as well as the HOW-skills and practices (practice 
tests, interim assessments, equation editors) to be prepared.  If you have questions 
on how to structure some of these ideas in your classroom, let us know.  We’d be 
happy to work with you.                                ---HRCSD Instructional Coaches 


